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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 24, 2001. 

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of the 

City of New York. Time is now 0845 hours. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. Michael D'Angelo, EMT, badge 5645, assigned 
to Division 1, Battalion 4 of the EMS command, New York 
City Fire Department. 

Q. We are conducting the interview in the 
Division 1 conference room. This interview is 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001. Michael, 
would you? 

A. I work tour one. I was working tour one, 1 
Adam that day, which actually sits at the Trade 
Center. I got off at 8 o'clock in the morning. I 
returned to Battalion 4, changed into my civilian 
clothes, hung around for a few minutes and left 
approximately, little after 8:20. I proceeded over the 
Brooklyn Bridge towards home. I wasn't paying 
attention to the skyline on the BQE, but I'm sure if I 
was I would have seen the first plane hit. I was 
wondering why there was so much traffic. 

Making my way through traffic, I got into the 
area of the trench in Carroll Gardens between the 


Brooklyn Bridge and the Battery Tunnel when I received 


M. D'ANGELO 


a phone call from a family member saying that a plane 
hit the Trade Center. I then noticed numerous papers 
flying about in the air. First thing I did was I 
called up Battalion 4, I notified them I was returning 
to work. I then called my family and notified them 
what I was doing. 

Then as I made it through traffic and I was 
going over the BQE extension to get back on to the 
Battery Tunnel, I looked and I saw the second plane hit 
the building. I then made a round, I made my way into 
a line of fire trucks using my identification and went 
into the Battery Tunnel. I followed Ladder Company 132 
through the tunnel. It took a few minutes to get 
through to the other side. When I got through to the 
other side I parked my car on West Street, right around 
near, right about, right at the -- almost to the exit 
of where the Battery Tunnel empties out. 

I proceeded to run down West Street until I 
found an EMS Chief, Chief Goldfarb. He informed me, he 
says -- I told him I was off duty. He said okay, stay 
with me and my aide and you are going to assist us in 
setting up a command post. At first we were right next 
to where the Mayor had set up his command post and the 


original command post of where the Mayor was standing. 


M. D'ANGELO 


I was actually standing next to Chief Ganci before he 
ran in the building. I remember that distinctly. 

Then we moved it down. We moved down into 
the front of the American Express building. He wanted 
me to go inside and check out the inside of the 
American Express building to see if we could set up a 
triage area there, see if there was enough room. There 
was enough room, but we still weren't sure of where we 
were going to set up. I had a little bit of a table 
and everything set up outside with the command board 
and everything and we were just going through the steps 
of taking in units and we just weren't really sure if 
we were going to stay there right that second or -- so 
that went on for numerous times. 

As I watched the building burn, people jump 
out of the building, I can't tell you how long that 
was. Then I began to hear a rumble, I turned around 
and saw debris flying everywhere, the building came 
down. I ran up West Street, across Vesey and the whole 
street was blocked with emergency -- there was all 
trucks, but luckily there was a small Sedan command 
car, which I jumped over the hood and then ran up the 
block, up Vesey Street, then I got engulfed in a large 


cloud of -- 
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Q. So, on Vesey you were going towards the 
water? 
A. I ran in front of here. I ran across the 


street here and I ran west down Vesey Street. Then 
that big cloud of smoke hit you. At first I was -- at 
that point I didn't see Chief Goldfarb. I thought he 
was gone because he was standing on West Street at the 
time. I thought he was gone so I just -- I began by 
directing ambulances around, up North End Street, North 
End Avenue, because then they had set up, I believe 
they were about to set up a triage area in the back of 
the theaters, the Embassy Suites, I believe is what it 
was. 

I remember going back outside and I began 
pulling -- bringing firemen that were walking around 
covered and blind. I was just breaking out the water, 
cleaning out their eyes, cleaning out as many guys, 
seeing if anybody was hurt. I would just grab them, 
give them a quick pat down on their bodies to see if 
anything was broken or anything. A lot of them were 
just in shock, not sure where they were. 

I made my way down towards the water, where 
they were -- where those New York Waterway ferries were 


bringing over water and such. I was leaning over and 
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bringing that up. Again I kept cleaning eyes out. 
Something I noticed from when I was standing in front 
of the Embassy Suites at the time, I saw that the US 
Secret Service were bringing somebody, an Arab man ina 
suit, covered in soot, walking away in handcuffs. I 
remember that distinctly, because the guy looked right 
in my eyes. 

From there I remember just -- I don't 
remember treating, exactly treating guys, I was more 
like just seeing how severe people were. I mean I 
helped put guys in stair chairs, but in this time I'm 
not in my uniform. I had a T-shirt on and jogging 
pants. So I am just -- I remember assisting -- I moved 
Chief Cassano from one backboard -- one stretcher to 
another and I helped them put the collar on him, but 
around at that time it was a little bit fuzzy. 

Then we decided, me and somebody else -- I at 
this point, thought most of my Battalion was wiped out, 
until I started seeing a few faces. I only saw like 5 
or 6 faces and at least I knew they were okay. But 
then I decided to throw an extra -- I threw a few, I 
threw a few oxygen bags over my shoulder. I began 
running up Vesey Street again, not knowing that the 


second tower was going to come down as soon as I 
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reached the corner again. 

So I had to rip the stuff off my shoulders 
and run back up Vesey Street. I believe I dove into 
either the back of the American Express building or I 
dove into the 4 World Financial Center. Just dove into 
the doors and in the corner and then I realized this 
isn't exactly smart. I don't know how this building is 
coming down. So I ran out again. Ran down towards the 
water. Then I stayed upwards around the area, like I 
said, just continuing to grab people to see if they 
were okay, how bad people were, treated. I just 
remember I had one guy with just a laceration on his 
elbow. I just said to him, just go, go somewhere 
else. You will be okay, you can walk, leave the area. 
That's what I told any civilian, I said -- that wasn't 
hurt, run north, go north. I remember also after maybe 
the first tower fell, I skip around -- 

Q. That's okay. 

A. I remember hearing the F 15s flying overhead 
and that was scary because we thought they were flying 
more planes. I didn't know what was going on. I 
thought the guy brought 15 planes and were just going 
to fly them into the area, so I remember the F 15s 


flying overhead. I remember the big, big cloud of ash 
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that just -- it didn't make it towards the water 
really. For some reason it stayed away from the water, 
I remember that. 

But -- that's basically what I kept doing. I 
was directing traffic and I didn't really like sit down 
and bandage anybody or nothing like that, but I was 
really just giving people on site triage. I found 
firemen that I knew and asked if they were okay. 

That's basically what I was doing. I was just checking 
them. I mean I was just taking bottles of water and 
cleaning their face and cleaning the soot out. I made 
them lie down on the ground and irrigate their eyes. I 
did that for, like I said, an unknown amount of time. 
That's what I did there until about probably 11 
o'clock. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember where on West Side 
Highway you met up with Chief Goldfarb? 


A. Right about the pedestrian bridge. 


Q. South one? 

A. Yes, right before the south pedestrian 
bridge. 

Q. Between Cedar -- 

A. Right around there I saw him and I got his 


attention. 
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Q. Okay. And -- 

A. My car was like really at the exit to where 
the Battery Tunnel. That was my car. 

Q. From when you met up with Chief Goldfarb, you 
came up here to -- 

A. No, first we went here. We were going to set 
up a command post at where the Mayor was. That garage 
there at first we were setting up. Then we were told 
to move down to here and set up a triage area inside 
the American Express building. That's where we started 
massing units, like I remember numerous ambulances just 
parked in the street here. Fire trucks lined the 
block. ESU trucks up the block here. The MERV, I 
remember the MERV almost hitting me in the back with 
its ramp. As I was running away they had the ramp 
still down. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember aside from Chief 
Goldfarb any other people from EMS that you encountered 
that morning? 

A. Let's see, who were the guys I found? TI had 
one guy that worked with me. He was off duty too. He 
met with me. Brian Cirillo. He was with me until the 
second -- he was with me almost, like in and out until 


we ran back up the block for the second collapse. Then 


10 
M. D'ANGELO 


we ran back and then I lost him for the day. I didn't 
see him for the rest of the day. I saw the unit of 2 
Boy on North End Street. That was Mike Mejias. 

Q. An EMS unit? 

A. Yes, EMS unit. EMS. Another guy, Garfield 
Gray, he was driving -- he was running back in and 
bringing whatever undamaged vehicles, ambulances back 
down around the street, because they had lined up on 
North End to do their jobs. I remember that. 

I remember -- actually I remember one guy. 
He is a paramedic. I don't remember his name. I 
remember it distinctly because he met up with us at the 
first command post. And he had like maybe a 
-- something with wolski I think. He was a paramedic 
off duty, but his wife was, he said his wife was up on 
-- I don't know, I don't know the name. His wife was 
I believe at work at one of like the hundred and 
something floor in one of the buildings. I think it 
was the north tower. I remember that distinctly 
because he just -- he really was just very emotionally 
broken up. He wasn't able to work. 

Q. Right. 

A. I didn't see him after that either. I don't 


know what happened to him. Obviously he is alive, 
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because I'd hear about it. Like I said I don't 
remember the last name. 

I saw who I thought were gone -- was my -- 1 
Adam, the unit I work with, tour two guys. You see 
that 89 is Church and Fulton Street. So I thought they 
were the first ones gone. They managed to get out 
because they took the first people out. They pulled 
the first people out of there and I managed to meet one 
of them, one of the partners down here, down in front 
of the Embassy Suites. 

I remember too, the cars started to explode 
inside the parking lot. I mean, the cars started 
cooking off, they started going off, boom, boom, boom, 
boom. I remember that. 

Q. Do you remember the partner's name from 1 


Adam that you met on -- 


A. Yes. Frank Puma. 
Q. Puma? 
A. Yes. So that's -- like I said, I remember 


seeing a Chief running across the street. I remember 
that distinctly. I remember seeing the Mayor 
distinctly. I remember seeing the Commissioner arrive 
and make his way to the command post. 


Q. Commissioner Von Essen? 
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A. Yes. I don't remember seeing any deputy -- 
Commissioner Feehan. I remember seeing numerous people 
jump from the windows. I remember that distinctly. I 
saw numerous people jump. Then actually when I found 
my car, I found my car like later, later on in the day, 
but I left it there, because it was not able to be 
moved because it was covered. There was an airplane 
tire about 10 feet away from it. I remember that. 

Q. Right. 

A. So yes, basically I just stayed and I did as 
much as I could as long as I could, you know. The one 
thing I don't know -- I just didn't have my uniform on 
me. I would have liked to have my uniform and a helmet 
on my head because that was -- but then again maybe I'm 
lucky I didn't have a helmet on my head. Like I said, 
I just didn't have my equipment on me. Now I keep it 
with me at all times. I keep everything in my trunk. 

I was running around in a pair of jogging 
pants and a white T-shirt until I finally actually 
picked up an EMS turnout coat I found. That's what I 
did. Actually the only thing I did have -- no, yes, 
that's about it. That's about it. Yes. 

Q. Any thoughts or comments or opinions you 


would like to add about the morning? 
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A. About this? It was -- at the time I just -- 
adrenaline was so high. I just -- I just did what I 
-- like I was -- like I'm not sure what guided me to 
do what I did. I don't know what kept me from -- maybe 
seeing that Chief is what kept me from going into the 
building, maybe not having my equipment on. I don't 
know. Maybe I wouldn't have done it even then. But 
like I said, I was there at quarter to eight in the 
morning on Fulton Street. So who knows. I don't 
know. But I did the best I could. That's all I could 
say. I wish I could have done more but I did what I 
could do at the time. 

Q. Okay, thank you. 

A. No problem. 

MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 0902. The 


interview is concluded. 


